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THORNROZE ANNOUNCES ADAAWE PERFORMANCE AT THE   
15th ANNUAL LITTLE MISS AFRICAN-AMERICAN SCHOLARSHIP PAGEANT 

 
ADAAWE’s seven women ‘of drum and voice’ provided  

choral backdrop for esteemed pageant’s special performance 

LOS ANGELES, CALIF. – SEPTEMBER 4, 2008 - ThornRoze Production and Management announced that 
ADAAWE led a group performance of finalists at the Little Miss African American (LMAA) scholarship pageant �  and 
collaboratively sang/performed Jingoloba, a number written by Babatunde Olatunji.  The 15-year LMAA pageant was 
held on Sunday, August 10, 2008, at the Universal Sheraton in Universal City, Calif.  

Established by Lisa Ruffin in 1993, the non-profit educational program LMAA has been highlighting young African-
American girls, ages 6-12, who hail from urban environments country-wide and is the largest scholarship pageant for 
African-American girls. With recording artist Al B Sure! serving as Master of Ceremonies, the pageant focused on 
building the girls’ public speaking skills and poise, as well as strengthening their cultural understanding and creativity. 

ADAAWE fascinates audiences with a mix of high-octane percussion, funk, Gospel-infused lyrics and pure joy. The 
all-female group �  a melting pot of talent from Kenya, Morocco/Israel, Panama and the US – has recently recorded 
their own lively rendition of the theme song Jingoloba.     

Donna Pulliam, founder of ThornRoze Universe, states, “ADAAWE is honored to have been invited to participate in 
this pageant; it was an opportunity for ADAAWE to show support for the young girls who are on their way to becoming 
women of substance, proactive in their communities and focusing on achievement,” she continued.” 
 
Participating on the judging panel were celebrities such as Laila Ali (NBC’s American Gladiator), Chandra Wilson 
(ABC’s Grey’s Anatomy), LisaRaye Misick (UPN’s All of US), etc.  In addition to awarding scholarships, LMAA also 
provided prizes including acting, dancing and horseback riding lessons, as well as exposure to a variety of successful 
professionals who offer guidance and insight on how to reach goals and flourish in their environments.   
 
About ADAAWE 
ADAAWE is seven women of the drum and voice, performing uplifting African rhythms, Gospel harmony and original 
funk. In the ADAAWE tradition of Ghana, West Africa, women gather in the moonlight to create music and sing songs 
about life©s joys and sorrows. Reflecting that same custom, ADAAWE©s performance is organic, spiritual and exciting - 
reclaiming music as a force for healing and celebration. ADAAWE brings world music to the mainstream, African 
drums to pop culture and meaning back to music. The L.A.-based rhythm and vocal performers combine talent from 
Africa, Israel and the Americas. For more information call 310-936-4994 or visit: www.adaawemusic.com.  
 
About ThornRoze Universe 
ThornRoze Universe (TRU) is a cultural production company comprised of ThornRoze Music (TRM) and The 
ThornRoze Foundation (TRF) that advances the careers of leading independent artists. TRU is dedicated to 
revolutionizing the future of music through exceptional entertainment. Founder, Donna Pulliam, has engaged a 
community of artists, environmentalists, business owners, faithful and “lay’’ people who nurture achievement and 
evolution of the spirit as a life goal and social standard. This Company has orchestrated a global offering of authentic 
sound and “service” from a roots-based business/art perspective. TRU envisions greater participation in altruistic work 
and environmental concerns. Standing by an absolute commitment to integrity of purpose, content and performance, 
ThornRoze supports the possibilities of change on a profound level. To learn more about ThornRoze, visit: 
www.thornroze.com or call: (310) 936-4994.   
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About LMAA 
Founded in 1993, the Little Miss African American Scholarship Pageant (LMAA) is an education program that helps 
prepare underprivileged girls from across the nation to become self-reliant adults who are assets to their families and 
contributors to their communities.  Based on the idea that young people must begin with a strong foundation, LMAA 
uses a pageant format to promote individual creativity while stimulating a heightened cultural appreciation through an 
introduction to the arts and training in public speaking.   
  
MEDIA CONTACT:  Laura Lee Arnet – SDA – (949) 454-6149 – lauralee@sda.bz   
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